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Alarm Industry – Codes and Standards
Course Length: 60 minutes

Course Description

Master the fundamental building and life safety codes that govern the security industry. This comprehensive course explores major code-making organizations including NFPA, ICC, and UL, examining their key publications and requirements. Learn about the Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ), ADA compliance requirements for security systems, and essential standards for equipment installation and protection.

Designed for security professionals, this course provides critical knowledge for ensuring code-compliant security system installations.

This Codes and Standards course provides a thorough introduction to the major codes and standards that regulate security system installations. The course begins with an overview of key organizations and their publications, including the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) codes like NFPA 101 Life Safety Code, NFPA 72 National Fire Alarm Code, and NFPA 70 National Electrical Code; International Code Council (ICC) publications including the IBC, IRC and IFC; and relevant UL standards for alarm systems and central stations.

Students will learn the critical role of the Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ), understanding their responsibilities in interpreting codes, approving equipment, and granting special permissions. The course distinguishes between codes and standards, explaining how they work together in system design and installation. Special focus is given to Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements for alarm systems, covering specific requirements for visual and audible notification appliances, mounting heights, and accessibility compliance.

The course concludes with coverage of NEMA/IEC standards for equipment protection, including IP ratings and enclosure requirements. Through this comprehensive overview, security professionals will gain the knowledge needed to understand and apply relevant codes and standards in their security system installations, ensure ADA compliance, and work effectively with local authorities having jurisdiction.
Course Objectives

At the end of this course, the student will be able to:

· Understand major code-making organizations including NFPA, ICC, and UL and their key publications

· Apply Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ) responsibilities in code interpretation and equipment approval

· Ensure ADA compliance for alarm systems including notification appliances and accessibility requirements

· Distinguish between codes and standards and their role in system design and installation

· Apply NEMA/IEC standards for equipment protection including IP ratings and enclosure requirements

· Implement code-compliant security system installations following applicable standards and regulations
Course Outline

· Introduction
· Codes and Standards
· Objectives

· UL Codes




(3 minutes)
· Occupancy Classifications


(3 minutes)
· Authority Having Jurisdiction

(3 minutes)
· Code Standards 1



(3 minutes)
· Codes vs Standards 2


(3 minutes)
· NFPLs




(4 minutes)
· Accepted Standards


(3 minutes)
· Proper Layout



(3 minutes)
· Motion Detector Placement


(3 minutes)
· Standards Creation


(3 minutes)
· NFPA




(4 minutes)
· ADA




(3 minutes)





· ADAAG 1




(3 minutes)
· ADAAG 2




(3 minutes)
· Wheelchair Access 1


(3 minutes)
· Wheelchair Access 2


(3 minutes)
· Wheelchair Access 3


(4 minutes)
· NEMA and the IEC



(4 minutes)
· IP Rating




(3 minutes)
· Conclusion
